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ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

February 1, 1995' 

INTERVIEW WITH PAULETTE FINK 

INTERVIEWER: HERBERT KATZKI 

HERBERT KATZKI; Paulette Fink is an old time colleague of the JDC in Jewish work 

going back to France, where she had done man/elous work. She had carried it over 

to the United States and she is doing great work here. She is going to tell us 

something about her recent experiences. 

So, Paulette, tell us something about your experiences. What impressions did you 

carry of your recent trip to Amman, Jordan? 

PAULETTE FINK: We arrived this morning from Eiylat at 5:40 in the morning 

pretty bushed and tired. We had a very quick mission as the National United Jewish 

Appeal Women's Division. We were two days in Jerusalem, two days in Amman and 

two days in Eiylat. We had decided last year that instead having the regular Board 

meeting in New York which we always do have in January, that we will have it in 

Israel which was what we did. The meeting lasted longer than we expected because 

the Board meeting was realy the last two days in Eiylat and then Amman was put in 

the middle and Jerusalem at the beginning of the trip. Amman was an experience 

which none of us ever expected to have. Whoever thought that we would be able to 

go to Jordan? My husband and I had actually tried three times to get visas to go 

Jordan but we never succeeded. We were actually in Lebanon and 

it would have been much easier to get to Jordan through the 
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Mandelbaum Gate. But we never made it. So the trip to Aman was impressive 
A. 

without having any weird connotations. I don't know who l<new we were Jewish and 

who didn't. I know that there was a school that we visited in Aman. It was a private 

school that takes children who have the means to pay three thousand dollars 

a year. These are children of the diplomatic corps, of big businessmen, and other 

people who have the means to send their children there. But I was guided by a young 

woman who was blond and very fair, and I thought that she was Scandinavian. She 

absolutely looked like a Swede or Nonwegian. When I asked her: "What are you?" 

She replied: "I'm Palestinian." I couldn't believe it. You know when in Jordan we 

never knew who we were dealing with because they did not look like the Arabs. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Isn't it curious. 

PAULETTE FINK: And that woman did really look like a Scandinavian. 

HERBERT KATZKI; Was she tall and slender like the Scandinavians? 

PAULETTE FINK: She had very light hair, very blond and had a very fair skin. 

She was not very tall, but had a nice size. At any rate I asked her what was she 

doin^whether she was finishing school here. And she said she finished this year. 

She was eight years in school in Kuala Lumpur because her father was stationed 

there. Then they went to London and from there back to Aman and after finishing in 

Aman she was going back to London. 

I asked her whether she was going to the School of Economics in England, but she 

said she was going to another school. She said that since the treaty with Israel they 

already got 15,000 tourists from Israel. So, at any rate, in some places they knew we 

were Jews, in others they didn't. We stayed in an absolutely outstanding hotel called 
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Forte Grande. It was really a gorgeous hotel and we stayed in great luxury and 

comfort. 

HERBERT KATZKI: What about food? What about the shops? 

PAULETTE FINK; They can afford anything. 

HERBERT KATZKI: What about the man in the street. He doesn't eat in French 

restaurants. 

PAULETTE FINK: No, but the population isn't poor. They didn't give us the 

impression of being poor. We didn't see enough, but we have not seen a beggar, 

we have never seen any poor looking people. So it is hard to tell because we didn't 

K\ 
see the whole of Aman. But it was very impressive because we didn't think that 

we will ever be in Amman or in Akaba. We were invited to the palace in Aman. 

We met the princess previously when she lived in Washington and she welcomed 

us. We were wined and dined at the palace in Anian. The Jordanian Ambassador to 

the U.S. joined us and he spoke to us. He said, of course, that they were very 

happy about the treaty, that things were improving and that it was beneficial for both 

our countries. 1 know that many Israelis are against it, but we cannot remain 

an island in a sea and be so isolated. We already have problems with Egypt. The 

relations between Israel and Egypt are very tense. Altogether it was a good 

experience. We were a group of 84 persons. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Tell me what are you doing now in the United States. Tell 

me something about your association. 

PAULETTE FINK; I spoke with Michael Schneider in the General Assembly in Denver 

and I told him, 1' m one of the old timers of the Joint, nobody knows my story and 



nobody knows what I have done, so nobody can know what the Joint has done. 

We have a young wonnan in Israel, Sharon who is wonderful. She was talking 

to us two years ago and she has been with us again the whole day this time. The 

entire day we visited the projects of the JDC. We went to the project 

for the elderly with disabilites, we visited in Jerusalem the center for children at risk 

and their families. We also went to the home for the Ethiopian deaf children. That 

was fabulous. 

HERBERT KATZKI: That is some combination to be Ethiopian and deaf besides. 

PAULETTE FINK: You have no idea what the center is doing for them. Because they 

were deaf mute the parents couldn't communicate with them and they didn't give a 

damn. When they finally came to the center, they play, they sing, they play music. 

They don't hear it but they feel the vibrations. They dance rock and roll on the 

vibration of the music. Now they are turning around teaching the deaf language 

to their parents. So that they can communicate. So I was very taken by them. 

They said that the emergency center was very important. The senior citizen center is 

Important because people have no contact with each other. That is the only place 

where they can meet, they can leave messages. So we spent the whole afternoon 

at the meeting deciding who should get less money and who should get more. 

So that was my estimate when we were talking about it, that we shouldn't cut this one 

or that one. These Ethiopian deaf mutes get only $36,000 a year from the Joint. 

It is really so little. This is the same story again, we do so much with so little. 

HERBERT KATZKI: You had the opportunity to get acquainted with JDC programs 

because you have seen it over the years, you have seen the development and so on. 



What is your impression of it now? Are they making progress? What is going on 

there? 

PAULETTE FINK: You want me to tell you how I got involved with the Joint? 

HERBERT KATZKI: Yes, go ahead. 

PAULETTE FINK: In 1945 1 was doing social service in France. I was with the 

Action Francaise which was the Ecole Nationale during Petain. The names have 

changed later but the fact was that we had an enormous number of the blind, and 

disabled and handicapped people and we had all the young people that we had 

hidden in sanatoria and anywhere we could. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Where were you during the war? Did you remain in France 

during the occupation? 

PAULETTE FINK: Sure. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Were you In Paris? 

PAULETTE FINK; All over. Never in Paris. I was in Grenoble, In Perigeux. in 

Toulouse. 

HERBERT KATZKI: In the free zone mostly? 

PAULETTE FINK: My husband was in the French Resistance. He was caught five 

weeks before the end. So, as you see, we were deep in it. When I finally got back 

on my feet, after he was killed, and my two kids were there and my parents were in 

America, I was completely without a link and I didn't know what tomorrow will bring. 

Someone told me that there was a Jewish organization that has a lot of kids on their 

hands but they have no contact with the French government. They were all 



foreigners. Do you remember Lublin? 

HERBERT KATZKI: Yes, of course. 

PAULETTE FINK: So he contacted me, and said that they needed a French person 

who can be a liaison between OPEJ and the government. "You are a natural", he 

said, "so you can come and work with us". So we started in Malmaison. 1 opened 

Malmaison. We had a hundred kids there. We had a place big enough for 45 

or the most 50. So we had to add one bed here and another there. 

HERBERT KATZKI; Malmaison was in Paris, wasn't it? 

PAULETTE FINK; About six miles away. It was Napoleon's estate. We had the 

sen/ants' quarters. The sen/ants' quarters was a house which had about 50 

bedrooms. It was a simple place which was in the park of Malmaison. So 

I started to requisition beds and chairs and everything possible. I went to Dr. 

Schwartz and I said to him: "I am starting something. We have kids hidden all over 

France. We had kids hidden in convents, farms etc. I have to gather them. They 

are Jewish kids who will be lost to the Jews if we don't take them." They are in the 

farms and they have the farmers' names and they were wonderful to keep. We sent 

social workers all over France, and they spit in their faces. The propaganda was 

such that the kids refused to be Jewish. We had to take the kids almost by force. 

So Dr. Schwartz said: "O.K. prove what you can do." I said: "What do you mean 

prove what I can do? I need money in order to prove it." "You get money, after you 

prove what you can do, " he said. Well I had no one around and I couldn't raise 

money in France. But we got credit and food. And finally Dr. Schwartz said, "o.k. 

you have proven it and you can get the money". So I got 60% but where do I get the 



other 40%? 

HERBERT KATZKI: And you had to get the 40% before he gave you the 60%. 

PAULETTE FINK: I couldn't even get that, I had to get going quickly. So one day 

I was complaining again. Do you remember ©reentey? 

HERBERT KATZKI: Sure. 

PAULETTE FINK: So Qreentey was in the office and I said: "this cannot go on. I 

cannot raise any money here. The people I know who have it are not here. They are 

in America. There is nobody here who can help me. 1 need more money". Schwartz 

looked me right in the eye and said: "Go get it." And I said: "What do you mean, go 

and get it. What do I know about campaigning to raise funds?" So Schwartz said 

"I'll give you one name of a person to contact once you get to New York." I said: "I 

never made a speech in my life, what do you want me to do?" And he said: "wear a 

fancy French hat. They will look at you and they won't even listen to what you 

say and go and get it." 

My story with JDC is a long one. I came to New York and three days later I was 

called by Moe Levitt who asked me to come to see him. He was telling me what I 
t\ 

was supposed to do and he also told me that I was having my first meeting in a place 

that I couldn't even pronounce, Omaha. I said to him:" Why are you sending me 

there. I came to America." And he said: "this is America. This is Nebraska." 

So I got to Omaha by train and I was received at the railroad station by someone I 

didn't know anything about, Henry Monsky. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Oh, yes, Henry Monsky from Bnai Brith. 

PAULETTE FINK: He said to me, "Do you mind if we wait here for half an hour. 
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because we are waiting for Mrs. Roosevelt to arrive." And there she comes, and I am 

placed on the platform with her. And here I am, Paulette, who never made a speech 

in her life together on the platform with Mrs. Roosevelt. There were 400 or 600 

people in the audience. It was totally unbelievable. And from there I went on. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Was Joe Schwartz right, that they didn't listen to you but to your 

French accent? 

PAULETTE FINK: I came for OPEJ and I wanted money, that was all. So about a 

month after I arrived, I was talking to the shoe division. I tell them the story that 

I have a hundred kids and I only have 60 pairs of shoes, because I only get 60% of 

the budget from the Joint. So I saw them whispering about themselves and about 

ten minutes later they presented me with a $500 (five hundred dollars) check and 

they said I was to go to a shoe factory the next day. They explained to me 

where the factory was and I will get all the shoes I wanted. So I went there the 

next morning and I got 500 pairs of shoes. Imagine what kind of a thrill that was! 

No sooner did 1 get the gift of 500 pairs of shoes that Moe Levitt heard about it. 

So he called me to come to see him in New York. I was shaking. I was terribly 

afraid of him. And he said to me: "You have absolutely no right to do what you 

did yesterday." I said: "What did I do?" "Just because you are the person 

representing OPEJ, do we have to go along and let you have anything you want for 

OPEJ? What about OSE and the other organizations? You cannot do it." 

I said: "I can't have the 500 pairs of shoes for my kids?" And he said: "No, you 

cannot do it. Those 500 pairs of shoes will be distributed. You will get your share, 

but you will not get the 500 pairs." I am telling you, that was such a let down. 



It was terrible. That was one of the most heartbreaking stories while I was in America. 

I remember that I remained here much longer than I wanted to because I only have 

taken Nadine, my oldest daughter, with me. My parents lived In New York at the time. 

I left Francine at Malmaison because I had a wonderful girl who took care of her for 

three months. After three months they begged me to stay. Warburg was after me, 

Morgenthau was after me. They said: "You have to stay, you can't go." But I said: "I 

have a daughter in Paris.". "So you'll go in three months." So they arranged for a 

visa for me for another three months and three months later they again said " You 

must stay." So 1 stayed here from January 1946 to December 1947 without going 

back to Paris. Until Joe Schwartz the day of the National Conference in Atlantic City 

called me in and said: "I want you to go and I want you to go on a survey of the DP 

camps. I want to know from you what is happening at the DP camps". When I got to 

Paris, my little one was living with my parents at the time. When she saw me she 

said "Hello Madam". I asked her: "Don't you know who I am, I am your mother. " And 

she replied, "No. my mother went to America." She thought America was at the end 

of the world. "My mother went to America and she abandoned me here." It was 

terrible. At night she came and touched me and said: "You say you are my mother, 

are you sure you are my mother?" Then later she said: "Now what are you going to 

do with me? Are you taking me to America?" "I can't go to America like that, I have 

to know English. Are you going to teach me overnight?" This was the story of my 

reunion with my youngest daughter. I left her again and I went to work with Sam 

Haber. I worked witji hipi for about a month. I went to all the DP camps. I went to 
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Landsberg, to St. Etifen where we had a hospital, Dachau. I made a complete survey 



of the camps. I went to Frankfurt and from there I went to Austria. I don't remember 

whether you knew the driver we had there. He was fabulous. One day he took me 

from Munich to a Hachshara. It was a training farm for young people who wanted 

to go to Israel. I came to that place and I looked at the director who was very angry 

and very dissatisfied, and I said to him, why do you look so angry? You should be 

happy. There was a partition of Palestine last week and finally we are getting a state. 

HERBERT KATZKI: He was an Israeli? 

PAULETTE FINK: It was a week after the United Nations voted for partition. 

HERBERT KATZKI: He was from Israel, wasn't he? 

PAULETTE FINK: I think so, because he said to me, what am I supposed to be 

happy about, that we are getting a big ghetto? I tried to convince him that it was 

better to get a big ghetto than nothing. He was furious. I remember when we were 

on the way to the Hachshara from Munich we were under the impression that 

we were not on the right road. So someone in a village said: "just go straightdown 

you will be on the right road". But the driver still thought that it was not the right road. 

So we stopped to ask a farmer. And he said: "yes you are on the wrong way, it is the 

other way". So the other person got out of the car and gave it to him. 

Do you remember Rosalie Westreich? 

HERBERT KATZKI: Of course. 

PAULETTE FINK: What was the name of the two brothers, Laub or Traub . 

HERBERT KATZKI: Trobe. 

PAULETTE FINK: One was in Rome and one was in Vienna. I went with both of 

them. In Vienna, there was no heat, it was terribly cold. We stayed there and inspite 



of the cold we did a lot of work. We had a camp in Linz, and we went all over. 

From there I went to Prague to see what was going on there. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Do you remember who was in Prague at the time? Was Gaynor 

Jacobson there? 

PAULETTE FINK: Yes. But I felt terrible. Because I knew Prague very well. My 

father was in business there, so I knew Czechoslovakia very well. When I arrived 

at the airport in Prague they took my passport. And I said: "You can't do that." 

They said: "Who said we can't do it." I said: "I am going to a hotel and they will not 

check me in without a passport." They replied: "We'll get it there." "But when?" I 

asked. "Before midnight." That was two o'clock in the afternoon. I went to the hotel 

and of course the hotel told me the same thing. "Without a passport we can't check 

you in." I felt that something was going on. I just felt that something was wrong. 

And of course things happened a week later. That was 1948. After that I went to 

Rome with the other Trobe. January 31st is a very meaningful date for me because I 

was married the first time on January 31st. That day I came with a guy from 

Munich by the name of Yitzhak. He was a young Israeli and no one knew his 

last name. He took me with him to Papendorf where we had the Exodus people 

and one of them had a British guard uniform. There was a change of guards. 

We were on our way to Italy. We went to Chiari and just before reaching Chiari we 

were stopped by the Russians. "Nyet, you can't go," they said. Yitzhak said, "we 

go". And the Russians were saying: "Papers, papers." 

He took his birth certificate written in Hebrew. The Russian guard did know the 

difference and he let us go. 
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So we arrived in Chiari and from there we went to Cina Cita in Rome which was the 

Hollywood of Rome and it was the craziest thing because half of it was for our people 

as a camp in waiting. And the other half was a movie. Anyway I checked in the hotel 

and in the morning they came to get me. At that time Ada Sereni was in charge. 

She worked with a guy called Yehuda. At this time I can't remember his name. There 

were about ten Haganah people working for the Bricha. They were on a beach, 

pitchblack, no moon. There was supposed to be a boat about two or three miles 

away in the deep sea. They had a little fire on the beach and they were blowing 

the rubber boats that the Americans had left behind. And when the Joint comes in is 

that the trucks we had were stolen during the night so we had the JDC trucks. It 

was so cold that I never again felt such a cold in my bones. Those kids were 

pushing those rubber boats in the sea and we put about half of them. We had 

about 400 people with us. About half a way through the operation, the sea became 

wild, the waves were high and we could not continue. The link between the beach 

and the boat was a rope so we always had a young person in the boat in charge 

of holding the rope and by pushing along the rope one could get into the boat. 

It was very dangerous. Well, we had to stop and they told me that I had to tell 

the people that we couldn't go on. That was terrible. We had to bring them back to 

Cina Cita and wait until the sea calmed down to continue with the shipment. This 

we did two days later. So that was the link between the Joint and the rest of the 

Bricha. The Joint was there giving out the trucks and giving us help. 

HERBERT KATZKI: The Joint was not giving out the trucks, you took the trucks. 

PAULETTE FINK: We took it, but they knew very well that we didn't steal them. 
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At that time in Italy accomplishing anything was very complicated. You needed a 

visa going from one town to the next. It was unbelievable. It was January 31, 1948 

and we were shipping people to Palestine and there was no conception that there 

will be a state created within six months. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Let's go back a little bit. You spent some time in the office in 

Munich working with the staff there. What is your recollection of it. With whom 

did you work there? 

PAULETTE FINK: There was and there was another girl who was 

wonderful she was a link between the children and the Joint. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Emily Zahl? 

PAULETTE FINK: No. Maybe. How can you remember all these names. It was 

so long ago. 1 remember being with Sam Haber once in the office when there was 

a big demonstration by the DPs. They were screaming and demonstrating against the 

Joint that they were not getting enough money to move. And the head of the 

demonstration was (I just don't remember his name at the moment). He works 

for UJA and sets up statistics for them. I even once went to Hawaii with him. We 

were both on a speaking assignment. Anyway, he was the leader of that 

demonstration. They stopped at the Joint and were shouting that 

the Joint was not helping enough, that they were not doing enough for them. 

I thought that Sam was wonderful. He was running around all over the place 

and he was really taking care of everything. 

HERBERT KATZKI: What was your impression of the camps at that time? 

PAULETTE FINK: I remember sitting one morning with a representative of the 



United Nations Relief and the other person was the International Refugee 

Organization and I was representing the JDC, I think it was Ted Feder who came from 

UNR't^A. And we received that day a few visas. So we called a few people on top 

of the list. We had one visa for Australia, one for South Africa, and a woman came 

in with a babushka on her head, she looked ageless. I asked her whether she 

wanted to go to Australia, since it was so far. And she said far from ^ ? 

And she was so right, where did they belong?. They came from God know where. 

They had no place. They had no roots. They had nothing to want to 

belong to. The camps were o.k. None of us of course who did not know what 

happened could understand the black market in the camps. But this was a way 

to survive. In Landsberg there were many women, all pregnant or pushing little 

carriages with babies. None of them was young. None of them was married to the 

husband they lost. They were all rebuilding a family. The guts and the courage 

those people had to want to bring a child into this world! And today there are so 

many people who are in their forties who were conceived in a DP camp. Whenever 

I see the young soldiers in Israel I think who knows whether they were conceived in a 

DP camp. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Ted Feder tells a story how at one occasion they sent 

down to Italy for a couple of thousand wedding rings, because many of the men and 

women were getting married at the time of liberation to start families. They needed 

wedding rings so they sent down to Italy and got a couple of thousand wedding rings. 

PAULETTE FINK: I was so new to these things and I was so green. I didn't know 

anything about politics. I was a French Jew for 14 generations. I have a cousin 



who is making up a family tree and he is going back to 1789. So what did I know 

about Zionists? I only remember my father joking and saying: "What is a Zionist? 

These are two people discussing where is the third one?" That is all I knew about 

Zionists. 

HERBERT KATZKI: What was your relationship with the JDC office in Paris? 

You told me about the contacts you had with Joe Schwartz, and Arthur Greenley. 

PAULETTE FINK: Not very good. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Why? 

PAULETTE FINK: Green^ was very cold. I found him to be very remote. 

You know, Joe Schwartz was a very strong individual. He was never impressed 

with anything,. He either accepted or refused. When I met them I came with 

my story that I needed money. So Greerji^ did not know whether I should or 

shouldn't go to America to raise money. But Joe Schwartz said I should. That I 

could impress the Americans. My relationship with them was only concerning 

money. I needed money from them to support my organization. We finally 

ended up with eleven homes and 1,500 children. No one on the board of my 

organization would allow us to take a child for adoption to America. If so, they 

would go to Palestine, but they must not go anywhere else. 

HERBERT KATZKI: What kind of an organization was the OPEJ? Was that a 

socialist organization or what? 

PAULETTE FINK: Lublin was the soul of the organization. He wanted to save those 

kids. He was a strong Zionist and he wanted the children to be found wherever they 

were hidden. He wanted the children to be brought back and to be indoctrinated as 



Jews again And he gathered a number of people in Paris. He was very French 

in his attachments. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Did you have any contacts with Moutet? 

PAULETTE FINK: Who? 

HERBERT KATZKI: He was the President of OPEJ. 

PAULETTE FINK: President of Opej? Not in my time. 

The guy who followed me, his name is Zibnik and he is in Los Angeles right now. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Zu^any? Does this name mean anything to you? 

PAULETTE FINK: Oh, yes. Definitely. I saw them. I went to the Union 

two years ago in Paris. And he was one of the people who entertained in his 

home. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Oh, really? 

PAULETTE FINK: Some of these people became so wealthy. Especially the 

Rumanians did so well after the war. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Who else was at the OPEJ at that time? 

PAULETTE FINK: Lucien? he was the soul of the organization. When I was there 

three months ago -- I was invited to participate at the anniversary of the liberation 

of Paris. I saw Lucien and all he wants me to do is to write a book on OPEJ. 

So I said, allright eventually I will write it. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Did you have any contacts at all with the French Jewish 

organizations when you were in Paris? 

PAULETTE FINK: France Sociale? 

HERBERT KATZKI: For example. 



PAULETTE FINK: The first Malmaison was the first OPEJ room. A guy came to see 

me and he told me that we should do something. He explained to me what we could 

do. There was a big park there and we could take a part of that park divide it into 

little lots and we will give each child a piece of land. We will show them how to plant 

seeds and how the trees grow what happens if you grow tomatoes etc. We were 

the first people in Paris to do this experiment. So I was in touch with France Sociale 

trying to get a campaign together. But we couldn't do it, because the Zionists 

were pulling in one direction and the Joint in another and the people were afraid 

that if we had a campaign together one of the organizations would lose. We sent 

Ernie Michel after the Six Day War and he was lucky. He came after the Six Day 

War and the time was right. But when Zucker from Cleveland and I went together 

and tried to get the UJA to get a campaign we absolutely couldn't. 

HERBERT KATZKI: iWtfyVosen was there too. 

PAULETTE FINK: I knew all these people, Zuker, Henry Rosen and Ernie Michel. 

When Ernie came he had absolutely no resistance to get the campaign going. 

When I tried to organize the Women's Division, I was told they didn't have any 

personal checkbooks, they didn't have any accounts. The French woman did not have 

any freedom , any money. Five or six years later we had a Mission. We went to 

Marseilles, we retraced the whole story of the Exodus and we met with the women 

in Paris the night before. You asked me about the French organizations. Yes, 

I was very much with the French Jewish organizations, but you have to realize that 

in 1945 was just after liberation. Paris was liberated on August 26th 1944. 

Everything was dislocated. We had no food. I want to tell you how I got involved 



in what became the State of Israel without any knowledge or training whatsoever. 

My first knowledge was in the camps. In Fuhremvaki I met the director and he 

said to me: "You have to realize we can't deal with these people, they have about 

36 political organizations, and we can't deal with 36 political organizations, so 

can you help us divide these 36 in two and deal with 18 people and not with 36. 

I couldn't understand it. It was Chinese to me. What does it mean 36 political 

organizations? One day, it was Friday, I didn't have time to go to the bank 

so I had the money with me and I was living at Malmaison at the time. At three 

o'clock in the morning there was a knock at the door. I opened a window, it was 

pitch black outside and I heard three male voices. I cried out:"What do you want.?" 

And they replied: "Open the door." I was scared. I had 107 kids there and I had the 

money of the Joint on me, I wasn't going to open the door. I knew 1 was going to be 

burglarized. So I called the police. The police arrived and as they put the enormous 

flashlight on these three guys,. I noticed that they had on their arms "Palestinian 

Brigade". I was trying to explain to the police that I was sorry I forgot that they were 

supposed to come. I was expecting them, not to worry, please go. So the police 

said: "O.K. we will go, but what is the big truck in front? " So one of the guys 

said that these were sick people from Germany whom they were transporting to a 

hospital in France. And the police said;"Sick people, but what kind of people?" 

And they responded: "these are displaced persons who have no place to go and 

we have to take them to a hospital." The police accepted it and they left. The 

leader of the three said to me: "I can't believe it. We went through the French 

border, the Russian border, the American border and the British border, and here 



we come to the Jewish Home and you call the police. So they asked our permission 

to unload the truck. They took out 92 people out of that truck. All the kids got 

up because they wanted to give them their beds. They did not want to lie down, they 

refused to eat anything. They were just waiting for the Israelis to come back for them 

to get them. They left and went to Marseilles to unload the truck that had a 

double bottom, they took all the arms out of the double bottom, came back with an 

empty truck and picked them up. I even gave them one of my kids who was all alone 

and it was quite certain that his parents will not come back. I asked him: "Would you 

like to go to Palestine with them." He said: "Who cares, Palestine or any other place." 

He went and he became a wonderful kid. He was in a French kibbutz. 

Anyway, that is how I started. That was my first contact with the people who 

were doing that kind of work. 

HERBERT KATZKI: What would be your advice to someone who wanted to enter 

into overseas service? 

PAULETTE FINK: Overseas, to do what? 

HERBERT KATZKI: Doing the kind of work that the JDC is doing. What would 

you tell them to do? How would they prepare themselves? You went through tis 

business and you know what the pitfalls are. What would you tell them to do? 

PAULETTE FINK: The JDC never hired anyone on the spot. They had to be 

Americans. I always remember Egon Fink. Egon could have been a fabulous 

director. He was for along time an Assistant Director in Morocco. He worked with 

Abe Loskove Well, he finally became a director in Vienna. He bought a house 

with his wife Peggy, but unfortunately did not survive. He died very shortly afterwards. 



He was so downtrodden and so depressed when he got to Vienna when he realized 

how antisemitio it was. It was very rare for a non-American to become tops in the 

JDC hierarchy. 

HERBERT KATZKI: There was a reason for that. The reason was that we wanted 

to have each representative in foreign countries to be an American because he could 

go into the American Embassy and make demands which a foreigner may not be 

able to do. So in order to keep up the illusion, if you will, that we are an American 

organization, the top guy had to be an American. 

PAULETTE FINK: You know who lives in Mineapolis today, Debby Miller. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Really? I thought she went into some kind of an institution. 

PAULETTE FINK: She lives in an apartment house which is sort of a Retirement 

Home. She is so happy when she can get hold of me and we talk about the 

Joint for hours on end. 

HERBERT KATZKI: You know, she had hard luck. She went there to be with her 

sister, but her sister passed away. 

PAULETTE FINK: She is pretty happy in that house. She made another friend and 

she is mobile. 

Do you remember Nteffts- Lipian? 

HERBERT KATZKI: Sure. He is in California, too. 

PAULETTE FINK: You know he was director in Iran. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Yes, that's right. 

PAULETTE FINK: At one of the JDC's conferences in Paris, Charlie was there. And 

we had that day met Kashvi who was an MP In the Iranian parliament. The only Jew 
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I think. And he spoke there. And my husband was absolutely flabergasted and he 

went over to Charlie and asked him: "Is anyone going to go over there to see what is 

going on?" And Charlie smiled at him and said: "You are." And he said: "What 

do you mean?" And he said: "You asked, you go, the two of you go to Iran." That 

was in 1956, and nobody has gone to Iran yet. Nobody had spoken to the Iranians 

and the director at the time was Lipian. I think he replaced Abe Loskove. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Wg^irst-wae lJlpiacuapcUfc>en" Re^9%--aD£U}='g'^afna--Abo. 
vJ 

Feder succeeded Lipian. B^ouee when Feder went in I took him in and I 

introduced him to the program. 

PAULETTE FINK: Anyway, so we arrived in Teheran. We were three weeks in 

Teheran and we went into every corner of the work. We went into the women's 

organizations, we went to Ispahan, to Shiraz, etc. My husband was pretty taken with 

it when we went with Lipian and we saw the Iranian women wearing the shador. 

We spent days in the Maaleh. We organized the Jewish community. We were 

trying to raise money. They were very wealthy people. We started to organize 

them into giving something. They were fascinating three weeks. We went back 
o 

to the conference and reported. And that year I put the shador that they gave me 
h 

c 
and I played the role of an Iranian woman at meetings. Wha she was, what was 

allowed or not allowed to do. When we were in the Maale in Ispahan we were 

entertained by a couple there, there were very wealthy people in the Maaleh. 

And the women were in the kitchen and they were tiptoing into the dining room and 

they were so envious of me that I could be there with the men, talking with the men 

they couldn't believe it. They absolutely worshipped me. When 1 left they kissed my 
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hand and my coat they were so happy to see one woman who could do that. 

Because if one woman could do it, maybe one day they would be able to do it too. 

But those were very interesting three weeks, because after we reported on the 

situation in Iran, I think we got the American public really interested. 

I know that in all the meetings I attended I wore the shador as if I were an Iranian 

woman with the limitations of my work and the limitations of my life, and what I 

could do with my children. It was really fascinating. 

HERBERT KATZKI: There is a pretty large Iranian community in California. Do 

you have any contacts with them at all? They are fairly well organized too. 

PAULETTE FINK: No. I really don't know who they are. It is so curious. I can 

still hear Charley saying "you are going to Iran." 

HERBERT KATZKI: He always made quick decisions. 

PAULETTE FINK: Yes. But you know when he left Geneva that day and he was 

going to Prague, all of us said: "Why are you going to Prague?" Especially 

that he was on his way to Israel where he was supposed to be a speaker... 

HERBERT KATZKI: It went around the other way. When Charley left Geneva 

vJ 
his first stop was in Lebanon. He went to visit the UNR^^A camps in Lebanon. 

From Lebanon he went to Israel where they were having some kind of a meeting 

of big givers. From there he went to Rumania and met with rabbi Rosen. 

From Rumania he was supposed to go to Budapest but the Hungarians would not 

give him a visa and then he went to Prague. 

PAULETTE FINK: I don't know why a group of us said to him at that time "Don't 

go to Prague." The business in Prague at the time was horrendous. 



HERBERT KATZKI: There was no reason for him to go to Prague. He was 

on vacation and he had an idea of going there to see what was going on. 

PAULETTE FINK: And he was going with his wife. She was with him all the time. 

HERBERT KATZKI; And his nephew. 

PAULETTE FINK: But he was also supposed to go to Israel after Prague to 

address a big convention. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Maybe he was supposed to get information by going around 

to the different places and to come back and tell what he saw. 

PAULETTE FINK: He was supposed to go also after Israel illegally to see the Jews 

in no man's land. I don't remember whether it was Lebanon or Jordan. 

HERBERT KATZKI: You couldn't get into Jordan. 

PAULETTE FINK: He was going to other places illegally too. 

There was a Jewish community which was wailing for him and he would visit 

them every year. Even today they bless his memory. It is a sect of some kind. 

HERBERT KATZKI: I don't know where it could have been. 

PAULETTE FINK: When was he killed? 

HERBERT KATZKI: In August 1967. 

PAULETTE FINK: We have a wonderful picture of the office when Kaplan was there 

with us. I am standing in the back with Charley. I have this picture on the wall in my 

house. For me it was unbelievable. 

HERBERT KATZKI: It doesn't make any sense. It was entirely uncalled for. 

He didn't have to go. 

PAULETTE FINK: My husband got involved in the organization without any training 
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whatsoever and opposed to it. Very opposed to Zionism, to Israel etc. What took him 

into this work were the directors of the Joint. He was a very good friend of Loskove. 

I introduced him to Laub after Cyprus when he went to Israel. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Well, he may have gone there to visit, to wind up his Cyprus 

experience but then he was transferred to Paris. And then he went to Morocco. 

PAULETTE FINK: When I was in Morocco, Egon was an Assistant Director. Who 

was the Director? 

HERBERT KATZKI: First it was Laub and then it was Bill Bein and then Sam Haber. 

PAULETTE FINK: In 1946 the Joint was really number one in budget and everything. 

We were getting much more than the Jewish Agency was getting until the State 

was created. We had so much work to do, maintaining the DP camps etc. and then 

all of a sudden when the Jewish Agency got so much money and we were reduced. 

Instead of 60%/ 40% we got 40%/60%. 

HERBERT KATZKI: When we were getting 60%, the JDC paid for the transportation 

for the people going to Palestine. But later when Israel became a State and the 

Jewish Agency took it over, we stopped paying for the transportation and we went 

to 40%. 

PAULETTE FINK: My husband always said, "They do so much with so little." 

HERBERT KATZKI: We are still doing a lot. 

PAULETTE FINK: Yes, We have seen it now in Israel. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Tell me what is your view of the campaign possibilites 

for this year? 

PAULETTE FINK: In what terms? To raise more money? 
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HERBERT KATZKI: Yes. 

PAULETTE FINK: Well, it is not easy. You have to realize what the economy right 

now is in terms of people who are retired, they are very hard up on their stocks, 

and that is where we lose. The campaign gets cut, there is no doubt about it. 

We need the continuity of the generations. The young people who are active and 

who are in big business will become the big givers. 

HERBERT KATZKI: The question is whether when they become big givers will 

they be big givers to the UJA? Or will they go for the non-sectarian organizations. 

Or will they give money for the buildings to have their names on it. 

PAULETTE FINK: I don't feel that way. I don't think that the non-sectarian 

organizations are ahead of us. I think the UJA has a certain place in the history 

of Jews and it is almost an automatic thing to give to the UJA. They may reduce the 

amounts from what they had given a year before but they will not give to other 

organizations at the expense of the UJA. 

HERBERT KATZKI: On the other hand, there are rumors going around all the 

time about the Council of Jewish Federations who want to put the UJA out of 

business and all that sort of thing. That the UJA does not seem to be of such good 

repute around the country. 

PAULETTE FINK: What would happen to the Council of Jewish Federations 

without the UJA. Let us be realistic, the main appeal of the campaign is the UJA. 

HERBERT KATZKI: The Federation is raising their funds on Israel. 

PAULETTE FINK: In Mineapolis, we do not raise our monies on the strenght of 

the local organizations. That is not what raises money. 



HERBERT KATZKI: On the other hand, one of the arguments you get is that 

while money is staying in the communities, they say that we have to shortchange 

our local agencies for such a long period of time that we now have to spend some of 

the monies that we raised in order to bring them up to date. The buildings require 

rejuvenation, and the money has to be spent in the local communities and does not 

go overseas. 

PAULETTE FINK: I will give you an example. We have a new endowment fund. 

I say new because we have the Lion Endowment Fund. You know the Lion of Judah 

has a great appeal to the women. When you give $5,000 you have the right to 

buy a lion. When you give $5,000 you get a diamond the following year you get 

another diamond, when you have a ruby eye that is because you are a ruby lion 

because you gave $10,000. If you give $18,000 you get a saphire and if you 

give $25,000 you get an emerald. Now we have another dimension, $50,000 

and that is the gold. 

HERBERT KATZKI: You have women who will give $50,000 ? 

PAULETTE FINK: Yes Sir. On top of that we had in Washington last year during the 

lion conference1,300 women who each one wore a lion. 

HERBERT KATZKI: I never heard of it. 

PAULETTE FINK: See! They are doing it in Australia, in South America, in 

England, in Canada. In order to continue being a lion, meaning a minimum of 

$5,000 donation, you can endow the Federation with a $100,000. If you endow 

the Federation to that amount, they will earn an interest of $5,000 a year, and you 

get a diamond every year. 



HEREBERT KATZKI: How do you like that! I have never heard of it. 

PAULETTE FINK: Isn't it fabulous! I think we got 36 new endowments. 

HERBERT KATZKI: That is fantastic. 

PAULETTE FINK: That is why I don't believe that whole business. I give to the 

local federation and I have a $50,000 scholarship at the Hebrew University that 

my husband gave me. So that scholarship can go to the new immigrants, the 

Ethiopians etc. On the other hand, Mineapolis to me has been fabulous. It is a 

wonderful federation, it is a wonderful community, a very well aware community 

and I wanted to give them an endowment, because, maybe it is selfish but I want 

my name to remain to be known, I want my children to understand what I did and 

to know why the work is so important and that I did that. So this is what proves 

to you that we are very much alive. 

HERBERT KATZKI: The women are at any event. 

PAULETTE FINK: Yes, but we have a legacy in Mineapolis that we share every 

month. 

HERBERT KATZKI: And they are still giving endowment money? 

PAULETTE FINK: Yes, and I still give my $10,000 a year to continue 

being a ruby. It is really unbelievable. You should have seen the 1,300 women 

at the Washington Conference each wearing a lion. 

At any rate I think we have made progress in unbelievable ways. When I see 

myself in 1944 after the five years of the Nazi occupation, when I saw myself 

having to start from scratch, each of us having lost so much. My husband had just 

been killed and I was left alone with my two kids. There was practically no hope. 
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Where was the hope for the Jews? There was a total emptiness around us. 

When I came to this country I came to tell my story. I told my story all over the 

place. I didn't talk for UJA. I was sent by Moe Levitt to different JDC regional 
A 

conferences where they were having educational meetings. No one knew then what 

the JDC was doing. Now it is much more vibrant and vital. The girls all knew 

very well what we saw in Jerusalem just now. They all had met the directors 

somewhere., They go to Morocco, they go to Prague and Vienna. 

HERBERT KATZKI: That is through the organization of the Area Committees that 

we have, you know. People join an area committee and they concentrate on that 

area they visit there. A few years later they join another area committee and 

they go out there. Missions are going all over the place. Then you see our name 

in the newspapers much more frequently now. 

PAULETTE FINK: I was visiting . You know he is very close to me 

because in 1948 when Joe Schwartz sent me to Israel and I said to him: "Look, 

I can't go on speaking without seeing the State. The State was created and now I 

have to go. We were discussing the involvement of the people who were 

coming there. I must tell you how much they know about the Joint that they didn't 

know before. Our new chairman will be Betty Kane and she is in charge of the 

Joint. She is in charge of the Joint for the Women's Division. She just came back 

from London. She spent three days in London with the leaders of the European 

community because she wants to involve in a campaign the European Community 

maybe Keren Hayesod so that we could have a general kind of a campaign 

using the same techniques. She was very happy to have gone to London. She 



went for the Joint. She is really a Joint person. The other is Becky Neuman from 

San Diego. 

HERBERT KATZKI: Yes, Becky Neuman is very active. 

Tell me, you once worked with a boat of kids going to Israel. In 1948. 

PAULETTE FINK: Yes for Aliyah Beth. That was in 1947. That was before the 

State. We took a bunch of kids from all over and even from the camps. That was 

an illegal boat. I took one boat with Mane Katz. Do you remember Mane Katz? 

HERBERT KATZKI : Sure. 

PAULETTE FINK; He was with me on the boat and he was sketching all the kids. 

What I didn't tell you was my experience with Morocco. I was there for three weeks 

and every morning I used to go to the Mella I used to take the kids who had 

trachoma to the JDC clinic for help. The others had ring worms and we used 

to take them to a different clinic. There are certain things that can never 

be forgotten. One day with a mission we went ashore and those kids were wonderful. 

They were singing, playing for us. A little boy played the violin like an angel. 

I went to speak to him afterwards and I congratulated him and he said: "You don't 

know me, do you?" And I said, "how can I know you?" and he said "Because I know 

you." "How do you know me," I asked, and he said: Madam, I have trachoma in my 

eye and I "live in the Mella^ You took me to the clinic and I screamed. You pushed 

me and dragged me to the clinic. I remember it. See, otherwise I would not have 

been able to play the violin." 

HERBERT KATZKI: It is a good story. 

PAULETTE FINK: Being in Morocco was really unbelievable. When you saw the 



markets, the cemetery markets when the old women were sleeping on the tombstones 

where they wanted to be buried, people who have not seen it don't understand. 

When the Moroccans came to Israel, we tried to convince them to stay. Many couldn't 

get used to it. For example Yavne, it was a biblical town and we were trying to 

use the buildings for the immigrants. So we took a busload of Moroccans to 

live in the first house that we have built. So they knew that I spoke French so 

they surrounded me asking me questions. One girl had rollers in her hair. So I said 

to her: "that is a funny place to have rollers in the middle of the desert," So she 

looked at me and said "You have to be human, don't you." So I said: "O.K. 

so you will be human but what are you going to do with that? " She said: "Look 

Madam, I come from Casablanca. I was a salesgirl in one of the very luxurious 

shops and I had a good life. I had dates. I was going out and to move here... 

What in the world do you do in a place like this? It is a desert. There is nothing to 

do. You can't even go to Tel Aviv because there is no transportation." So I am trying 

to tell her why she should be there, why it is good for her to be there. So I told her: 

"You know, you have to look further, and you have to realize if God forbid something 

happens to the King of Morocco, something will also happen to the Jews of 

Morocco. And here you are in a different place. Here you have freedom." She 

looked at me and said: "Freedom, ah? Yes, freedom is all we have in Israel." 

So I thought to myself that I fought all my life for people who had no freedom, 

to try to bring them to freedom and here in Israel a girl says to me: "Freedom is 

all we have here in Israel." This is what keeps you going. 

HERBERT KATZKI: And you are still active like this? In Mineapolis, in California 



and all over the place? You are still going strong. 

PAULETTE FINK: I sure do. Look, I have eight grandchildren, I have seven great 

grandchildren and I want them to go on. My oldest granddaughter is in the Young 

Leadership Cabinet and she will go on. This is really a continuity and this is what 

will save us. We will not be saved if we have no continuity. 50% of the Jewish kids 

marry non-Jews. My own daughter has six kids. She is the image of what is 

happening in America, 50% of her children are married to non-Jews. These are 

the kids who went to the Talmud Torah. These are kids who had a regular shabbat 

dinner on Friday nights. These are kids who went twice to Israel for the two 

Bar-mitzvahs for their two brothers. The last two children of my daughter's were boys. 

The older boy had his bar-mitzvah at the Wall and the younger in Massada. All 

of them had gone to Israel and all of them are very involved. Some of them speak 

Hebrew. One of them had gone to the Beck School in Haifa. And yet they married 

non-Jews. I have a little grandson whose name is Jacob who has a father who 

is not Jewish who goes to a Talmud Torah and he asked his grandma to bring him a 

Tzedaka box from Israel. She had to run all over Israel to find a Tzedaka box. 

His father is non Jewish, but he makes a blessing over the wine and the bread on 

Friday nights. There is hope that things won't die. We won't give up now. After 

losing six million, I always say that we are the most ^ffected generation in Jewish 

history. Where did you have six million Jews killed before in history? 

HERBERT KAT2KI: Where did you have six million Jews in the history of the Jewish 

people? 

PAULETTE FINK: Out of these ashes we came out. I said to my group the night 
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before last. We had a caucus as we always do, to raise the pledge and at the end 

of that caucus I said: "Look, what I am today I am because of what I have lived 

through. I would never have been the same person. I was very secure positive 
A 

French Jew. What did I need to bother. We were very secure in oi4 life. My 

grandfather was the chief Rabbi of Paris. I am being and doing what I do because of 

'' A 
what I lived through, and I told them: "And you are living through what you do 

because of my past. You are today because of people like." 

HERBERT KATZKI: That is one of the problems. You go around and talk to people 

here in the United States and you tell them what life was like over in Europe and 

what Jews were through and they don't know what you are talking about. So it is a 

very small selective group. What proportion of all the women does your little group 

represent. 10%? NoTx 

PAULETTE FINK: No. I can't even give a percentage. I feeljhat everything is a 

matter of education. If you can educate them they will come through.^ We haven't 

educated the people long enough. You know what we did for forty years? We 

became emotional, we hit them with the sad story, we made them cry. So they gave 

because they felt sorry but we didn't educate them. Only the Joint was doing it and 

then we stopped the education meetings. It was a real shame. We always 

had to fight to keep going. Of course, Mineapolis is a very bad example because 

we have a wonderful community, very devoted and very knowledgeable about 

what goes on. That community will not lose its involvement. 

HERBERT KATZKI: I hoe you are right. But as I see it, the Jewish people are 

losing ground through intermarriage and so on. Even if both parents are Jewish 
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the kids don't know anything about Judaism. 

PAULETTE FINK: That is what I am most scared of is losing ground when I see 

those kids marrying non-Jews. What do we do about it? How can we fight it? 

Even a good Jewish girl who knows so much about her religion, about her 

involvement and who has gone to Talmud Torah and everything had turned around 

by marrying a non-Jew. We should bring my daughter here she will be able to tell 

you a lot about that. 

HERBERT KATZKI: When I think?^ boy, what I did to you. 
•A 

PAULETTE FINK: You didn't do anything to me. 

HERBERT KATZKI: An hour and three quarters. 

PAULETTE FINK: So what. I was hoping to keep you here the whole afternoon. 

We have to keep going at least as much as we can. Did you go to the Holocaust 

Museum in Washington? 

HERBERT KATZKI: Sure. 

PAULETTE FINK: I don't know whether you saw it, but there is a movie at the end 

when you finish the visit, you see it in a little auditorium, there is a big screen with 

people being interviewed. Gerda Klein is in it and I am in it. You know the people 

who go to the Holocaust Museum they come back tremendously impressed. You 

feel that you never told those stories and yet we never stopped telling them. 

We never stopped talking about the deportation to Auschwitz. I don't know what it 

does to them when they go to the Holocaust Museum. So you do keep up with it. 

There is no way that you can forget. What our main goal is right now is continuity. 

HERBERT KATZKI: That is why there is so much emphasis now on Jewish 
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education. There is much more money going into Jewish education that in the 

past. For example Gruss, he is giving all his money away to the Talmud Torahs 

and for dayschools. You don't think much of this? 

PAULETTE FINK: I am not a religious Jew. My daughter is a hundred percent 

for dayschools. She feels that if you don't put your children in dayschools and you 

place them in public schools they will not know anything about Jewishness. No 

reason to understand what it means to be a Jew. She is very much for it and that is 

the generation that counts. 

HERBERT KATZKI: The other thing is that.^^ 'it depends on the whole environment. 

You dont have to go to a Jewish dayschool to become a Jew, but the whole 

environment gives it to you. 

PAULETTE FINK: So how do you cope with it? My daughter has a Jewish home. 

She is very involved with everything Jewish. The dayschools and the Talmud Torahs. 

She is on the board of UJA. The family always maintained the tradition. There 

is Jewishness around. And yet it did not prevent them from marrying non-Jews, 

and yet they continue to still being involved. They still continue being good Jewish 

kids. 

HERBERT KATZKI: What is going to happen to their kids? 

PAULETTE FINK: You mean to the next generation? To their kids? 

HERBERT KATRZKl: Yes. 

PAULETTE FINK: My grandaughter married a non-Jew and she just had a baby. 

She won't discuss it. I don't know, but according to the Jewish law the child is 

Jewish. 



HERBERT KATZKI: Yes, because according to the Halacha, the mother is Jewish. 

So when you go to Israel you can get'jji'scribed there in the books of who is a Jew. 

You can get a pension from the government when you get old because you are a 

Jew. That is the advantage. 


