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BIRMINGHAMIAWSOCIETYISPROUDTO I{AVE BEENASSOCIATED
WITH GEORGE
o

defendcases.The whole systemis in danger."
He had alreadybecomea memberof the Council
of the BirminghamLaw Societyin 1965and
remainedsuchuntil earlierthis yearwhen he
retired on being diagnosedwith Motor Neurone
Disease.In 1979he was appointedits President,
its first criminal law solicitor President.
His compassionfor the less fortunatemembers
of society led him to the Margery Fry Memorial
Trust which, inter alia, looks after the care and
resettlementof offenders.He was on the
Birmingham and West Midlands Area Board
1970- 1985and was its Presidentsince 1990.
Outsidethe law, GeorgeJonaswill be especially
rememberedfor his contributionto classical
music in Birmingham.He joined the City of
Birmingham SymphonyOrchestraBoard of
Directors in 1966where he fought tirelessly for a
new SymphonyHall. His dreamwas realised.He
was electedChairmanof the CBSO Board of
Directorsn 1974and remainedsuchuntil 1992
when he retired. During his chairmanshiphe was
largely responsiblefor bringing Simon Rattle to
it as its principal conductor.
He was a director of SymphonyHall from 1996
until he resignedearlier this year.Not knowing
that he would soon die, after his resignationand
in recognition of his contribution to
Birmingham'sclassicalmusic scene,the Board

of Directors gavehim free tickets to any
SymphonyHall concertsfor the rest of his life.
In recognitionof his contributionto the people
of Birmingham he was awardedthe Birmingham
Civic SocietyGold Medal in 1986.
His otherpassionwaswatchingcricket.In his
later yearshe dreadedthe end ofthe cricket
seasonand clamoued the start of the new.
Whatever the weather,during the summer
months,you would find him at Warwickshireor
Worcester.During the short period that neither

George Jonas and Simon Rattle
was in the first division, he joined Leicestershire
too. Before he retired,when he coul{ he would
slope offduring the day to watch 45 minutes of
play at Edgbaston.
He was a man of enormousintegrity and
principle. He was also a very kind and caring
man. A real gentleman.He is survived by his
widow and two children.
StevenJonas

---

GeorgeJonascameto this Country
with the Kinder Transportas a
refugeein 1939,aged11,just
before the SecondWorld War. He was fosteredby
a childless couplein Cheshire.He beganhis first
job aged 15 in Northwich as an office junior in a
firm of solicitors where, every morning, he had
firstly to go to the local barber to ensurethat he
was ready to shavehis principal and then he had
to return to the office to clean out the gratesand
start the fires for the day.
He finished his schooling through a
correspondencecourseand went to London to do
a law degreeat the London Schoolof Economics
simultaneouslywith being articled for five years
initially to a firm in West Kensingtonand then to
one in ChanceryLane.
Whilst in London he met his wife, Frieda,and
they married in 1951.Shortly afterwardsthey
moved to Birmingham where they lived for the
rest of his life. What was meantto be a
temporary relocationbecamea 53-yearlove
affair with the city. It was not entirely plain
sailing.
The first years in Birmingham involved setting
up a branch office of the then Manchesterand
London firm; Rowley Ashworth & Co. He
becamea partner and stayedwith the firm for ten
years.
But agedjust 39, he suffereda heart attack which
prompted him to dissolve the partnership and
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start up on his own. That firm has existed,in
various guises,until today and continuesto
thrive:
His passionfor humanrights and his compassion
for the less fortunatein society initially led him
in to local politics and he servedas a city
councillor between1959- 1965and agan 19661969.During this time he developedhis practice
in criminal defencework. His intellect and his
great advocacyskills meanthe became
Birmingham's top criminal defencesolicitor. [n
1969he was advisedby his doctor that he had to
make a choice betweenpolitics and the law. He
chosethe law. When he retired from his practice,
GeorgeJonas& Co., he had beenpracticing for
over 50 years.
Although coming to the law with a passionfor
criminal work and advocacy,he was never
temptedby the Bar, evenwhen a place in
Birmingham chamberswas offered to him. "At
the time, I said that I'd still got enoughof my hair
left to stay in the solicitors'branchof the
professionand I would havemissedthe contact
with the client."
"I havenever beenhappierthan when my waiting
room has looked like a doctor'ssurgery."
Nonetheless,he brought an attitudeto his
practicethat emulatedthe best idealsof the Bar.
Indee{ it lead him to do somethingwhich many
barristersthemselvesfail to do.
"If you are a good criminal lawyer," he
maintained, "then you are on the cab rank".
I have representedmemters of the Natiolal

Union of Fascists,which is about as far away
from my own personalviews as you can get, and
I have done my best for them." In fact, one case
in particular shapedmuch of his professionaland
political life.
When articled in London, he was involved
through his firm in the Timothy Evans murder
trial. Timothy Evanswas convictedof murdering
his wife and child, predominantlyon confession
evidence.He was hanged.But it becameclear
that Mr Evans,who reputedlyhad a low IQ of
between65 and 70, could not have committed the
murders.That episodetaught GeorgeJonastwo
principles:
First, "that it is no businessof mine, ever,to
think my client is either guilty or innocent.That
is for the Bench or jury and I do my best to do
for him what he would do were he so trained."
Secondly,"that when you've known a man to be
hangedfor a crime he did not commit, you have
to do somethingabout it". What he did since is
spenda lot of energycampaigningagainstthe
deathpenalty in Britain. He worked closely with
thosedrafting the original Bill which eventually
abolishedthe punishmentand campaigned
vigorously againstattemptsto have it reinstated.
There were other issuesthat he campaignedon
too. He remainedmost concernedabout the
availability of legal aid. After his retirement he
commentedon his fears that the country was
returning to a system in which only the wealthy
could afford lawyers."I am deeply disappointed
that we should ever come to the point again
where people could not afford to bring casesor to

Last night the Birmingham tornado carr
within twenty-five yards of our home. My
sister-in-law rang to see if we were alright. I
told her I was waiting for the third shoe to
drop. On the Sundayour dear friend Richard
Wakerley had suddenly died.

When I knew he had been taken ill I pondered
(too long) quite what to do or to write to him.
Nothing I can do about that now.

A few hours later I was shakingStevenJonas's
hand in mute sympathy.

Goodbye,George.
Your friend Malcolm

George'sloss is so hard to bear: he was my
inspiration and rhy friend. Like fuchard,he had
a rich hinterlandoutsidethe law. Both the legal
the ciry of Birmingham owe
nft:t::,Td
nlm
so mucn'

Malcolm Fowler
Council Member for Birmingham and
District

An easypersonwhen in harnesshe was not. Ir
must alwiys be rememberedthat as with his
"';
:-.'
wlle f reloa ttlncerlrarnensaveonlm ffom tne
tate whrch awartedso many,in.ruoing 6.orgpt"
own parents'
He was a human being of immenseprinciple.
He made the profession of criminal dJ#;'

respected
wherepreviously
disdained.
out ot harnesshe was a charming and
accomplishedhost. If up againstit you could
not harreaskedfor a more senerouschamoion.
r rememberrhe reports(I was at court) of his
^^'"
entrancementwhen my wifb back in l-;;0
brought our newly born fwin daughtersin to
our rhen oilrces rn waterloo Street.Th;;;"
knew and admiredhim.
Yvonne,Corinncand Naornijoin rvithnrc in

I

se he has left
behind. Especially Freida.

on behalf of rhe Birmingham & District
Branch of The Instituteof Legal Executives,I
our sadnessat the passingof George
i::::d
j,"t1i
He was an excellentmentorwho did not suffer
fo^ols^gladly'He
was a lawyerwho set high
standardsof client care in publicly funded
work,alwayshaving his clients best interestsin
standardwas expectedfrom all who
L1-tilhit for him'and thosemembersof the Bar
y"lfj

required
similarlv
tomaintain

[:Tffiffiiltre
was the gentleman'sgentleman'always
^ot"i*.: b.ein his company'and
a personworth
fl::l,'-"
ltstentngto'
and all his qualities'will be long
9::T:'
remembered'
Derek w' Larkin F'Inst'L'Ex'

Severalyea.rsago I sat next to George at a
PastPresidents'lunch.I was privileged to br
told his personalhistory.

I was enthralled when he told me how he
and his sister were evacuatedfrom their
native Germany prior to the war as part of a
prograrnmeoperatedby Lions' charity to
removeJewishchildren from Nazi threat.
They lived with foster parentsin the North
Wales.Neithersibling could speakEnglish
on arrival. I believehis foster mother died
within the last few years.

He worked for a local solicitor who broke
his normal rule of only admitting into
articlesboys who had been to public school
Contactwith his family through the Red
Crossceasedabruptly in the early 1940'san
all the tracesof the town and shop where hir
father ran his tailor's businessnear the
easternborderwere obliteratedas the Red
Army moved wesfwards.

His subsequentmajor contributionsto both
legal and public life are all the more
remarkablegiven his background.I admired
him greatly.Our professionwas the richer
becauseofhis presenceand consequently
will feel his lossall the more as will his
family.
P E Richardson
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PROFILE

Profile- GeorqeJonas

An eldersuuman of theprofessian
h^ or*fi
-bo
eorgeJonasmet injustice
lIn 1939, as an I I
I
--.earlv.
year old. he was forced to
\J
leave his native Germanv bv the
Nazis, coming ro England as a
refugeeon a children'stansport
ship.
Not the best start for a child who
was already keen on a career in
the
legal profession, but
nonethelessGeorgeJonas was to
become one of Birmingham's
most renowned criminal law
solicitors.
Indeed, that reputation stretches
bevond the police stations and
courtrooms ofth. \7est Midlands
from which he retiredin 1993. In
t he late 1 95 0's a nd mid-1 960' s
Ceorge spent nine years on the
Labour benchesof Birmingham
Ciry Council. In L966, he stood
for a local parliamentary seat losing by only a narrow margin.
Although originally an outsider, it
is difficult to think of anyone
more at home in Britaint second
city. \X/hile George certainly
maintains a keen interest in music

and loca-lgovernment politics, his
first passion remains the law. It
was not an easypath. His foster
family lived in Cheshire and,
more than 50 years ago, George
began his legal careerby joining
the firm of a local solicitor as an
office boy. His first professional
duties involved nipping over the
road to seewhether the barberwas
ready for his boss. 'He was very
old fashioned- the sort who never
shavedhimselfl'
'When he was not
liaising with the
barber,
George
spent
a
considerabletime chopping fire
wood to keep the office fires
burning. More importantly, he
also finished his schooling
through a correspondencecourse,
came to London in 1948 to do a
law degreeat the London School
of Economics and, for five years,
was articled to two firms, one in
\fest Kensington and the other in
Chancery Lane.
Once fully qualified, George
broke the news to his initially
shocked wife that he intended to

Three Fountain Court
B I RM I NGH AM
The Chambers of COLMAN TREACY Q.C. are
pleasedto announcethe appointmentofJONATHAN
MASKE\7 asSeniorClerk to Chambers.
VACANCY
As part of our programmeof providing a high qualiry
serviceto solicitorsand clientswe wish to recruira
Barristers'Clerk/Administrator.\7e envisagethe
appointee dealing primarily with civil work,
marketing,and liaising with solicitorsand clientsin
support of the Senior Clerk. Experience as a
Barristers'Clerk not essenrial.Experienceof civil
work and client handling in a legalenvironmenra
distinct advantage.Preferredagerange25 to 35.
Applicationsto COLMAN TREACY Q.C. by 15th
September
1995

3 Fountain Court
SrEpruousE
LANE,Brruumcruv.84 6DR
Ter-EpuoNE:
0 121-23658541
2296
DX 16079Fax:0121-236
7008
t4

-mpleud

30 yearsasa Birming\arn L6u, SocictyCouncil Member

practise in Birmingham. The
reason was that firms there were
paying young solicitors a fiver a
week more than in London.
\What was meant to be a
temporary relocarion became a
4}-year love affair with the ciry.
It has not been entirely plain
sailing.
The first y.".i in
Birmingham involved setting up a
branch office of the Manchester
and London
firm
Rowley
Ashworth & Co. Georgebecame
a partner and stayedwith the firm
for ten years. But agedjust 39,
George suffered a heart attack
which prompted him to dissolve
the partnership and srart up on
his own. That firm has existed,in
variousguises.
A-lthough coming to the law with
a passion for criminal work and
advocacy, George was never
tempted by the Bar, evenwhen a
place in Birmingham chambers
was offered to him. At the time, I
said that I d still gor enough of my
hair left to sray in the solicitors'
branch of the profession. And I
would have missed contact with
the client. I have never been
happier than when my waiting
room has looked like a docror's
surgery.'
Nonetheless, George brings an
attitude to his practice rhat
emulatesthe best idealsof the Bar.
Indeed, it leads him to do
something which many barristers
themselvesfail to do. 'Ifyou are a
good criminal
lawyer,' he
maintains, 'then you are on the
cab rank. I have represented
members of the National Union
of Fascists,which is about as far
awayfrom my own personalviews
as you can get, and I have done
my bestfor them.'
In fact, one casein particular has
shaped much
of
George's
professional and political life.
About 40 yearsago, when articled
in London, he was involved
through his firm in the Evans
murder trial. Timothy Evanswas
convicted of murdering his wife
and child, predominantly on
confession evidence. He was
hanged. But George maintains
that it became clear subsequendy
that Mr Evans,who reputedly had
a low IQ of between 65 and 70
could not have committed the
murders.
That episodetaught George two
principles. First, 'rhar it is no

businessof mine, ever, ro think
my client is guilcy or innocenr.
That is for the Bench or iury and I
do my bestto do for him what he
would do were he so trained.'
Secondly, 'that when you've
known a man ro be hanged for a
crime he did nor commit, you
haveto do somethingabout it;.
\What George has dcine since is
spenda lot of energy campaigning
against the death penalty in
Britain. He worked closelywith
those drafting the original Bill
which eventually abolished the
punishment and has campaigned
vigorously against arremprs ro
have it reinstated.
Passionateashe is about the death

L::1*,f
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of rhe generation that reached
political awareness during the
Suezcrisis,Georgesigned up with
the Labour party and sat on rhe
Birmingham City Council for
nearly a decade.
It was the heart attack which
brought his political careerto an
end; the doctors told him either
to give up politics or rhe law'and
therewas no choice'. Georgehas
not, however, been forced to give
up a close relationship wirh
another grear love - classical
music. About 30 years ago he
ioined the committee which
oversees the
Birmingham
Symphony Orchestraand for 18
yearshe was its chairman.
George retired from the orchestra
committee in L992 his crowning
glory being overseeing th!
completionof a new international
classconcerthall and, ofcourse,
luring and keeping Simon Rattle
asconductor.
Leaving a lifetime in the law will
not be easy. And what exercises
George most profoundly now is
the currenr stare of legal aid.
Unequivocally, he fears that rhe
country is returning to a systemin
which only the wealthy can afford
lawyers.
'I am deeply disappointed thar we
should ever come to the point
again where people could not
afford to bring casesor to defend
cases.The whole system is in
danger.'
This article first appeared in the
I^aw Society Gazette and has been
reprduced by kind permission of
JohathanArrrs
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the OrthopaedicSectionof the RoyalSocietyof
Medicine.
All the time,the surgicalworkcontinued- and
Dunn was immenselyprolific.One survivingdaiV
operatinglistfrom 1932 shows that he performed
16 operationsin one day!
Dunn travelledto Chicagoin 1934 to receive
HonoraryMembershipof the AmericanOrthopaedic
Association.He was similarlyhonouredby the
Frenchand AustralianAssociations.His old
University,
Aberdeen,made him a Doctorof Laws in
1937, in recognitionof his contributionsto the
knowledgeand advancementof his field.
Electedto the Presidencyof the BritishOrthopaedic
Associationfor the years 1938 and 1939, Dunn's
heafthwas by now failing.By October 1939 he was
hospitalisedat Dolgellauin NorthWales.
He died on November18, at 54 yearsof age.

GeorgeJonas, 1928-2005
GeorgeJonas,the lawyerand Birminghamcity
councillorwho chairedthe CBSObetween1974
and 1992, has died from motor neuronediseaseat
the age of 77.
Mr Jonas,who was awardedthe BirminghamCivic
SocietyGold Meoalin '1986,is survivedby his
widow, Frieda,and tvro children.
He came to Britainin '1939as a refugeefrom
Besslau,Poland,and was adoptedby a Cheshire
couple,
After obtaininghis law degreeat the London
he marriedFriedain 1951.
Schoolof Economics,
He then movedto Birmingham,wherehe livedfor
the rest of his life,
A passionfor human rights and compassionfor
the lessfortunateled him into localpolitics.He
servedas a city councillorfrom 1959 to 1965, and
againfrom 1966to 1969.
By this time he had cared a reputationas
Birmingham'sleadingcriminaldefencesolicitor,
and gave up politicsto concentratefullyon law. By
his eventualretirementfrom GeoroeJonas & Co.

-l

His friend,the Americanorthopaedicsurgeon
RobertOsgood,wrote to Ethel:"Yourdear,great
husband,Naughton,livesin our headsas he does
in the heartsof countlessother friendsand patients
all over the wodd.
"His first reactionupon meetinga personwas
ahuaysto ask himself,'How can I be of service?'
and he alwaysseemedto find a way."
Further information about Dunn's life and work
can be found on the website of the Naughton
Dunn Society at www.naughtondunn.org
!ru BRIEF
Libraryruatters
TheSociety's
waspleasedthat
Executive
Committee
proposals
thecitycouncilhadreferred
for a new 'splitfor
site'CentralLibrarybackto a ScrutinyCommittee
furtherconsideration.
TheSociety
as a wholeprefers
thesingle-site
proposal,
'Eastside'
whilstrecognising
thecontinuing
utllitV
of theexistirlg
building.

he had been practisingfor more than 50 years.
He joinedthe Councilof the BirminghamLaw
Societyin 1965. In 1979 he becamethe first
criminallaw solicitorto be appointedits President.
Mr Jonaswas also on the board of the Margery
FryMemorialTrust,
which is concernedwith the
care and resettlementof offenders,from 1970 to
1985.He had beenits Presidentsince1990.
He was also a majorcontributorto classicalmusic
in Birmingham.Joiningthe CBSO'sboard of
directorsin 1966, he campaignedtirelesslyfor a
new SymphonyHall- effortswhich,of course,
eventuallybore fruit.
Mr Jonaswas a directorof SymphonyHallfrom
1996 untilhis resignationearlierthis year.
His son Steven,himselfa
formerpresidentof the
BirminghamLaw Society,
describedhis fatheras 'a
man of enormous integrity
and principle,and also a
very kind and caringman'.
The family have requested
donationsto go to the
Motor NeuroneDisease
Societyand MacMillan
Nurses.

L
11

li
I

ti

i,

CITYOF BIRMINGHAMISYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

MrsF Jonas
16Burke
Avenue
Moseley
Birrningham
813gXB

14December
2005
n

143
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DearMrsJonas
Sir Simon Rattle and Sakari Oramo Gonduct
A FundraisingGoncert
I n aid of t he C BS O ' s a n d S y mp h o n y H a l l ' s E ducati on & C ommuni ty programmes

Sunday19 March,7pm at SymphonyHall
City of BirminghamSymphonyOrchestra
- Overture
(Sakari
Oramo)
Mozaft:TheMagic
Flute
(SirSimon
Elgar:
Rattle)
Enigma
Variations
(SirSimon
Wagner:
andlsolde
Prelude
fromTristan
andLiebestod
Rattle)
(Sakari
Sibelius:
Symphony
No5
Oramo)
Twogiants
conne
theCiiyofBi'mingliairr
nnuslc
tcgethertcccnCuct
ofcla"ssical
Syirrpitoiry
Oiciiesira
ina very
special
concert.
Thisisa unique
opportunity
to experience
themusicianship
oftheCBSO's
current
andprevious
Music
Directors
andtheyhavechosen
fourinspiring
inoneevening
masterpieces,
including
Mozart's
sparkling
por:trait
overture
musical
ofhisWorcestershire
passionate
andElga/swittyandmoving
friends,
Wagne/s
evocation
ofeternal
loveiscomplemented
bySibelius's
exhilarating
andlife-affirming
symphony.
Thisconcerl
Jonas
whowasChairman
is inceiebration
ofthelifeofGeorge
oftheCBSO
Society
from1974to 1992
from
1992
anda Symphony
member
untilJune2005,
HallBoard
themonth
before
hisdeath,Hecontributed
hugely
tirelessly
forthebuilding
to Birmingham's
musical
life,including
campaigning
ofSymphony
Hall.Proceeds
willhelp
programmes,
fundtheCBSO's
Hall's
education
andcommunity
andSymphony
which
enrich
thelives
ofover44,000
people
year,
of allagesandbackgrounds
every
BookingInformation
Booking
20December.
Tickets:
t12.50,
opens
at 1Oam
onTuesday
t17.50,t25,L32,50
andt40
- 50%discount
Discounts:
Patrons
Wheelchair
users
andDisabled
foruser& upto.one
companion.
Noother
discounts
apply.
(t'l postage
BoxOffice'.0121780
www,symphonyhail.co.uk/boxoffice
3333;
& admin,
foronline
bookings)
charge
Fiease
noiethisconcert
notiormpartoftheCBSO
orSymphony
does
Hallconcert
seasons
andtherefore
theusualdrscounfs
do notapply.Tickets
package
forthisconcert
bebought
aspartofa conceft
cannot
orotherpromotion.
Tickets
willbeI'ssued
subject
to availability
at thetimeof booking.
Wedo hopeyouwillbeabletojoinusforthisveryspecial
occasion,

Yours
sincerely
rr
,A
\ - - -.--ll\rztc\Vc^> J"lS(\Andrew
Jowett
Director,
Symphony
Hall

WW
CBSO
ChiefExecutive,

+44 (0) 121616 6500
BlzLF ' Telephone:
CBSOCentre. BerkleyStreet . Birmingham
. Website:www.cbso.co.uk
Facsimile:+a (0) 1216166518. Email:information@cbso.co.uk
Patron: HRH The Earl of Wessex CVO ' Music Director:Sakari Oramo . Chief Executive: Stephen Maddock
City of BirminghamSymphony Orchestra ' Regisleredin England and Wales no.1262018 . RegisteredOffice as above
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GEORGEJONAS(1928-2005)

Th e ca r ing wis dom of G e o rg eJ o n a s to u c h e d
so ma ny of us in s o ma n y w a y s th a t i t i s fi tti n g
we ce l ebr at ehis lif e.
i -j i sl i fedid not hav et he e a s i e s to f b e q i n n i n q s .
He w a s bor n in B r es la uth
, e n i n Ge rma nL o w e r
, n d a t th e a g e
Si l e si aon t he bor derwi th Po l a n d a
o f 1 1 h is par ent sput hi m a n d h i s y o u n g e rs i s te ro n
one of the last trainscarryingchildrefugeesaway
from Nazi Germany,the Kindertransport.
as the
SecondWorld War was aboutto start.
He was fosteredby a childlesscouplein Cheshire
and his firstjob was as an officejuniorto a firm of
so l i ci tor sin Nor t hwic hw h e n h e w a s 1 5 . L a te rh e
movedto Londonwhere he studied,at night,for
his law degreeat the LondonSchoolof Economics
whileworkingfor a firm of solicitorsduringthe day.
Wh i l eh e was ar t ic ledin L o n d o nh i s fi rm w a s
involvedin a high-profile
murdertrialof the day,
l e a d i n gt o an innoc entm a n ' sc o n v i c ti o n .
Co n se quent ly
G eor geJ o n a sc a mp a i g n e a
dgainst
the death penaltyand workedcloselywith those
d ra fti n gt he B illwhic hle d to th e a b o l i ti o no f c a p i ta l
p u n i sh m entT. his epis o d ea l s ota u g h th i m th a t i t
w a s n o t his bus ines st o tfi i n kh i s c l i e n tw a s e i th e r
g u i l tyo r innoc entbut
. t o o o h i s b e s tfo r th e c l i e n t
t th e j u d g eo r j u ry .
a n d l e a v et he judgm en to
i n 1 9 5 1w i th h i s w i fe
He mo v edt o B ir nr inqh a m
Fri e d a .

G eorge w i t h S r m c n R a t t r e stu d vr n o p ia n s o r th e n e r ,r
S y umonc n yH a l i .

His concernfor humanrightsand for less fortunate
peopl el ed hi m i ntopubl i cl i fe,as a pol i ti ci an
and
C i tyC ounci l l or
and,for 15 years,chai rman,and
l aterpresi dent,
of the MargeryFry Memori alTrust
i n the W estMi dl ands,
w hi chl ooksafterthe care
and resettlement
of offenders.
H e bui l tup the l argestcri mi nall aw practi cei n the
WestMidlandsas wellas a substantial
libelpractice.
He becamethe automaticlawyerof choiceboth
for thoseaccusedof wrongdoingas well as those
who consideredthey had beenwrongeciin the
press.lt was a measureof the integritythat others
foundin him that he was instructedbv politicians
from al l si des,ofthe ool i ti cal
di vi de.
ln 1997,he was appointedthe firstcriminallaw
P resi deniof the B i rmi ngham
Law S oci ety.
His integritymeantthat his abilitieswere regarded
with admirationand respectby peopleof
eminenceon bothsidesof the criminaldivide.His
impacton Birminghamlife.however.
was not
limitedto his work as a lawver.
Whilsthe was a city councillorhe joinedthe City of
BirminghamSymphonyOrchestraBoardof
i n ' 1966,becomi ngchai rmani n 1974
D i rectors
when it was in need of understanding
and
By the time he ceasecjto
determinedleadership.
in
be chai rmani n ' 1992,he had beeni nfl uenti al
bringingthe youngSimonRattlefrom Liverpoolto
and, with the otherdirectors,
becomeits conductor,
to
i ts i ncreasi nglhi
y ghreputati on
had supervi sed
l
eadi
ng
nati
onal
and
i
nternati
onal
a
become
orchestrawhileat the sametime he personally
for the new S ymphonyH al li n w hi ch
campai gned
the CBSOwas to becomethe main performer.Fle
was alwaysinterestedin enablingthosewho wouid
not othenririse
come in to contactwith classical
musi cto do so.
His passionatecommitmentto orchestra.hall and
w erecombi nedi n hi s rol eas a
audi ences
Roger
SymphonyHallTrusteefrom 1996-2005.
H al lB oard,
B urman,C hai rmanof the S ymphony
writes,'Georgewas a naturalchoicefor the
SymphonyH al lB oard,w i th hi s profound

-

c om m it me nto
t m u s i cfo r a l l a n d h i s u n d e rstandi ng
of business,politicsand the iegaiworld.He was
held in great respectand affectionby everyone
who k newh i m.'
Among the tributesnow paid to him, at leastone
(now a ludge)has said that when faced
lar,vyer
with a trickysituation,he asks himselfwhat George
would have done.Sir SimonRattlehas referredto
'his sheerdegreeof determination
and passionfor
whateverhe was involvedin'.And in respectof his
work with the CBSO.Ed Smith,the formerchief
executive,
said,'l thinkhe was one of the last
altruisticchairmenwho did it purelyfor the loveof
the art form.'

1 December1983:GeorgeJonaslcentreleft)
congratulates
the CBSO'sicng-servingAssocrate
ConductorHaroldGray,OBE,on the occasionof his
8 O t hb i r t h d a yj o
, i n e db y ( 1 .t o n ) A r t h u rM a d d i s o n ,
He stillfoundtime to oursueotherinterests.He
JocelynGray,Edvrrard
Smith,Anne Kok,BeresfordKingwas a keen cricketsupporterand was a member
Smith,RosemaryHarby,RichardHartshorn,Margot
Wanruickshire King-Smith,
of three countyclubs:Leicestershire,
FelixKok,FriedaJonas.
He lovedrail traveland would
and Worcestershire.
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read a railwaytimetableas others read books.He
used this skillto guide his regulartravelsthrough
Europe,often seekingalternativeand new routes
for his journeyson the continentaltrainsfor which
he had greatadmiration
GeorgeSiegfriedJonas was diagnosedwith motor
neuronediseasea few monthsbeforehe died
peacefullyat home, aged 77, survivedby his wife,
son and dauohter.
StevenJonas

