Letter from Kurt May to David Blank
26.8.95
Tel: 02641 – 1766
Dear Mr Blank,
I have received your circular letter of 12.7.95. I am replying in German since my
knowledge of English is slight. My second language is Spanish.
I am afraid that what I have to say will be of little use to you.
Who Jeremias May was I do not know. My grandfather, Israel May, had brothers
and sisters and relatives with whom I am not familiar, with the exception of a sister
who married a Lehmann in Warburg. My grandmother, Berthe May, born
Eichenberg, died in 1912. I was born on 28.9.1914 in Pusterbarn and lived with my
parents in Warburg. Israel May died in 1920 in Warburg. The grave of Israel and
Berthe May can be found in the cemetery there. I have been living with my wife,
Edith, born Holdheim, since 1973 in Germany. Previously, we lived in Argentina.
My grandparents May had 3 daughters and 3 sons.
Daughter No. 1) Clara was married in her first marriage to Lazarus, in her second to
Feist and in her third to Stahlberg. She died, I believe, in 1956 in Germany.
From her first marriage she had 2 children, Gretel and Hans Lev. From
Gretel there still exist, as far as I know, descendents in Holland, with whom I
have never had any contact.
2)
Mary, married Hugo Berg in Warburg. Children Lilli and Werner. They
migrated to Holland. From there they were all deported to Auschwitz, where
they died.
3)
Marta She married Theo Keyser in Einbeck. She had 2 children: Ilse and
Alfred. Both were married, but had no children. Marta emigrated with her
daughter to the U.S.A. Alfred went to Palestine. He returned with his wife in
1975 to Einbeck and died there in 1989. He had no children. Marta died in La
Toya, U.S.A. Her daughter, Ilse, rang me shortly after the death of her brother,
Alfred. Since then I’ve heard nothing from her…
Now to Israel and Berta May’s three sons:
1)
Siegfried, born in Warburg, emigrated to England with his wife, Adele, born
Schonfeld, daughter, Trude, and son, Günther. Previously, he lived in
Dortmund. Trude died childless in London. Günther had a son and a
daughter. The son, as far as I know, has descendents who live in England.
2)
Josef died in 1936 in Holland Previously he was a grain merchant in
Düsseldorf (for the firm Grüneberg & Co.). Married Mary Grünfeld.
Children Herbert and Gerda. His widow emigrated with their children to the
U.S.A. Herbert died in an accident in Germany after the war. Gerda is
perhaps still alive in the U.S.A.
3)
Willy, my father. Born on 24.9.1878 in Warburg. Married my mother, Käthe,
born Lenzberg. They lived until 1927 in Warburg. My father was the owner
of a grain company, S. May, founded in 1820. In 1927 we moved to Münster,
-1-

where my father continued in the grain business. My mother died in Münster
on 5.8.1929. I myself was born on 28.9.1914 in Paderborn. My parents lived at
the time in Warburg. My father died on 10.1.1940 in the Jewish Hospital in
Hanover. He was brought to Münster and buried next to my mother in the
Jewish cemetery there.
I emigrated in 1936 to Argentina and lived there until October 1983. On 25.11.1946 I
married my wife Edith Holdheim, born on 22.1.1919 in Berlin. My son, Claudio was
born on 10.4.1949 in Montevideo, Uruguay. He has been married since 30.10.1975 to
Francisca Garces, born on 18.6.1951 in San Juan, Argentina. On 11.7.1977 their
daughter, Karin, was born in Cordoba, Argentina. Claudio is a doctor by profession.
For professional reasons he has settled in Germany, where he has lived since 1981
with his family. His address there is known to you. He received your circular letter but
could not reply to it through lack of time because he is not only the head doctor of a
large clinic, but also is engaged in intensive research in the pharmaceutical-medical
field. Since October 1983 my wife and I have lived in Germany in order to live near
our children. Since then I have not worked professionally. In Argentina I worked
predominantly in business.
I realize that you cannot get much from the information I have given you. With best
wishes for the success of your work and heartfelt greetings,
Yours truly,
KURT MAY
P.S. I am sorry about my handwriting and the many unclear corrections. Since a very
severe illness nearly 2 years ago I no longer write with a typewriter, and I have
difficulties concentrating.
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