Letter about source of the name “Blank”
Dr. Michael Guenter

31 Celle
Luhmannweg 7
16.5.1974.

Dear Professor,
Thank you for your friendly lines of 20.4.1974. I am happy that my work is read and
finds endorsement on the other side of the “Pond”. I have already received
correspondence from various quarters. Occasionally, relatives or direct ancestors have
been found and have informed me of more details that if I had known them previously
I would have been able to make better use of them. My material was really amazingly
plentiful, which I didn’t believe to be the case at the beginning. Nevertheless, the
work should not be long. Archive colleagues have partly written over 700 pages,
which amounts to an appointment as a university lecturer. I was also pressured by
time, and so some things had to remain unsaid. Even in the printing, I had to delete a
few things, which were important for explanations. Yet the costs rose during the
printing and the money from foundations barely sufficed. Perhaps one day I will have
time to write an improved edition and also to mention the period from 1858 up to
today. I would very much like to do this. Since January, I have been in charge of the
town archives here, and I have to organize them in the now new rooms of a little
palace dating from 1770. In the next week I will finally receive my furniture from
Hamelin into the above-mentioned apartment.
There will probably never be a complete explanation concerning the different ways of
writing your name. Nevertheless I will try to provide an explanation: since the
establishment of the registry office in 1874/75 no name may be changed in the way
that it is written without authorization. Previously this was the case already in some
German territorial states, however not in Prussia. So it seems to have been the case in
little Lippe. Since people knew each other and there were scarcely any nameplates, all
the more so in the country, the relevant officials wrote the name by ear, or as they
thought it had to be written. The officials were often not as well educated as they are
today, and the taxpayer, whether he was a Christian or not, was in awe of the
authorities, and did not dare to put something correctly. The further back we go in
time, the more illiteracy increases. Thus my name is written in four different ways
over a period of more than 230 years. Since I am very interested in genealogies and
know how difficult serious research can often be, I was especially happy when I was
able to clarify Jewish family relationships through my research work. However, they
are very much harder, as the Jewish journalist and genealogist, Ludwig Lazarus,
Hanover, who has since died, once said to me.
After the organization of the local archives, besides local research also concerning the
Jewish community of Celle, the synagogue, which on 20th June 1974 will be
consecrated again as a memorial, after careful restoration, and which contains a
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commemorative volume, however, without a contribution from me, I would be happy
to take up your offer for auxiliary services especially since much preparatory work
has been spared me, since it would very much appeal to me to continue my work on
the Jews of Lippe. Up until a while ago, all records from the North Rheinland and
Westfalia, which were more recent than 50 years old, were closed. Now the period of
closure has been lowered to 30 years. This is in order to protect personal rights and
guard against possible lawsuits in case some people, or their next of kin, are still alive.
I must end today in the hope that I have given you a little light with this and that
perhaps I will meet you on a visit to Europe.
With greetings,
Yours truly,

Michael Guenter

PS Guenter is the author of “Die Juden in Lippe von 1648 bis zur Emanzipation 1858.
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