Hello David,
Attached are copies of two letters I found in a Ministry of Transport file
in the National Archives. These are my notes on them:

25/2/58 – Letter from Alfred D Jaffe, Purley. “For some time, I
have been trying to obtain the motor registration index letters
F.H.B.1 for my Continental (£8000) Bentley. A letter recd from
the Chief Constable of Merthyr Tydfil last week states that
altho’ these letters will be allocated for this Authority, “it is
estimated that a period of approximately twelve years will
elapse before it is taken into use” – and therefore my request
cannot be entertained. This is not a frivolous request as I am
prepared to give my cheque of up to 20 guineas to any charity if
it could be arranged. Can you help? A.D. JAFFE Squadron
Leader” [I would have thought that if he could afford an £8,000
car he could also afford to give more than £21 to charity!]
17/3/58 – Reply to Mr Jaffe saying no. Merthyr Tydfil only got
as far as EHB before going on to year letters. FHB 1 sold for
£5,200 at a DVLA Auction in June 1998. I found the following
information online about Mr Jaffe,
“After university he joined the RAF and trained as pilot.
Seconded to Fleet Air Arm. Subsequently pilot for Imperial
Airways, and self-employed with own plane for cartography,
newspaper run Croydon Aerodrome - Paris etc. Rejoined RAF
in 2nd World War and reached rank of Squadron Leader,
Acting Group Captain. After 2nd World War and becoming deaf
given a desk job at Croydon Aerodrome, but retired early. A car
enthusiast who raced Lagondas and motor-bikes at Brooklands
etc. in the 1930s, and a keen dahlia-grower. Died of cancer
July 1968 in Guy's Hospital London.”
If anybody can tell me the significance of FHB, I would be most
interested to know. FHB clearly was not his initials.
I hope this is of interest.
Regards
John Harrison

